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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tHe MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS ann ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 
TRINITY 


Single copies .20 
History .40 
Complete set 


$2.25 


Publications for Children 
SAMUEL 


Your children will want to read about 
SAMUEL 


A new and interesting story, written 
especially for them. 
Eye-Catching and Interest-Catching 
with 
Full-Color illustrations. 


78 pages, Price each 75 cents. 


The Story of JOSEPH 


Eighty-three interesting pages, with full- 
color illustrations. This story is ever new 
to young and old. Price 50 





CHILDREN 
TAKE NOTICE 


Your copy of 


INSPIRATIONS 
in 
ABC 


is waiting for you. 


56 pages of wholesome poems, stories, 
and pictures in full color. 


A book that’s different 


8% by 11 
$1.25 each. 


Size 
Price 








Stories for Children 


A collection of over 40 short stories anc 
poems under one cover. 

On the front cover can be seen two chil- 
dren at crossroads. They have turned their 
faces back on the path that leads to Death 
and have chosen as their destination, Life 
and happiness. 

This picture illustrates the purpose of 
the book. Through the medium of simple 
stories with their obvious moral lessons it 
endeavors to influence the child, beset by 
many base attractions, to choose the right 
course. 


88 pages 35 cents postpaid 





Happiness Depends on Ourselves 


Dear Sister: 

Our happiness depends more on our- 
selves than on any outside influence—how 
we take it when things go wrong and 
our attitude toward others when they need 
help or perhaps do something that we do 
not like. If we try to be helpful and under- 
standing toward others we will be happier 
ourselves and will strengthen them. 

If we are thoughtful of our blessings, 
our disappointments will bother us less. 
Though things very seldom happen as I 
would like for them to, yet in the long run 
they no doubt happen for the best. 

Adamsville, Tenn. Mrs. J. P. 


Cultivating a Happy, Thankful Spirit 


Dear Sister, 

No, we can never recall the time that 
is past to redeem it to the glory of God. 
How differently many of us would use 
it now if it were possible to do so. 

If we have the true Christian faith we 
will never have long faces and a sullen 
heart. If we just work to put down every 
imagination and every high thing that 
exalts itself against the knowledge of God, 
and strive to bring every thought into 
subjection to obedience of Christ, we will 
never be drowsy, but will be wide awake, 
on the alert; and that is the way we must 
be if we ever gain the Kingdom. 

Your statements in your letter are so 
true and I think that “We carry the key 
to our own happiness and no one can give 
it to us or take it away.” 

I am going to earnestly strive in the 
coming months to cultivate the happy, 
thankful spirit. I know the more we work 
to do this the happier we will be. 

Buffalo, N. Y. Mrs. L. F. H. 


Laboring to be Golden Grain 


Dear Sisters in Christ: 

We thank our Heavenly Father for 
renewed health and strength each passing 
day, especially so for those who have had 
much sickness. Oh, how much we have for 
which to praise and give thanks unto the 
Lord at all times; His mercy endureth 
forever, and is from everlasting to ever- 
lasting. 

When we consider earth’s millions, how 
very few indeed make time to consider how 
bountifully He has provided for all, and 
that all people share in His blessings 
bestowed upon them. The affairs of this 
bustling life have choked out any Light 
which would help them to see the things 
of God and their duties in relationship to 
them. 

Let us work and watch and wait with 
patience the fulfillment of our sure hope 
in Christ Jesus, and may our prayers as 
sweet incense rise before the Throne of 
Grace, coming from a pure heart and with 
a faith unfeigned. 


Warwick, Q. Australia A. B. 
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The ‘Royal F amily 'S Thanksgiving 


T HAS LONG been customary for family groups to 

| assemble for festal activities at Thanksgiving time. 
The very mention of Thanksgiving day instantly 

brings to our minds joyous memories of associations 
and renewed thoughts of our bountiful blessings from 
our loving, heavenly Father. 

It is one of the distinguishing features of the family 
of God to count and recount their blessings, to view 
their lives in the light of heaven’s guidance and take 
joyfully whatever comes, realizing there is a greater 
Thanksgiving Day approaching when the Royal Family 
will be united to partake of that banquet of immortal 
life. 

What a family that will be! Abraham will be there 
at that feast, no longer sojourning as a stranger; he will 
have reached that “City which hath foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God.” 

Joseph, the favorite and protected son of a wealthy 
father, who was ruthlessly torn from this tender affection, 
and his home, and sold by his jealous brothers, will come 
to that Thanksgiving feast. He who patiently and trium- 
phantly endured slavery and an unjust prison sentence 
because of his virtue, and came out of all his trials with 
a shining character, can now enjoy the companionship 
of his spiritual brothers and sisters who like him have 
formed noble characters. 

The meek and lowly Moses who centuries ago renounced 
an earthly throne and its honor will partake of this 
feast, “for he had respect unto the recompense of the 
reward.” He who could have been king chose rather to 
lead a band of murmuring and rebellious slaves through 
the wilderness at God’s command, and be a co-ruler with 
Christ in His kingdom. 

Deborah, a mother in Israel will be seated at that 
table. And is it not possible that the warrior Barak will 
also be there? The only record we have of him is that he 
trusted God instead of relying on his own strength; and 
faith in God is one of the outstanding characteristics of 
this noble family. 

We have the angel’s word that the courageous Daniel 
will be present that Thanksgiving Day. How well repaid 
he will be for his long, faithful service to God in a heathen 
land and court! How different this feast from that fate- 
ful one of Belshazzar’s where he told the king the plain 
facts of the dissolution of the kingdoms of men! How 
his heart must have ached to see the gold and silver 
vessels from the Lord’s house desecrated in such a man- 
ner! But now that is like a dream for he is delighting in 
the presence of God’s own Royal Family, his eyes aglow 
with happiness as he looks across the table at the two 
“wonders” he saw in vision, men of outstanding virtue 
and character—one who upheld the truth when all others 
had forsaken it or suffered the loss of their life for its 
sake: the other, the man who raised the Truth again at 
the midnight hour and showed the pattern of godly living. 

The great missionary Paul will be present with his 
son Timothy. If he was cheered by meeting the brethren 
at The Three Taverns, his joy will overflow when he 


meets all his family and sits down with them and his 
eternal reward has begun. He now enjoys his victory 
that he “pressed on” to gain “the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus.” Some of his son’s qualifications 
for being a guest at the feast—as listed by Paul himself 
—are: “I have no man likeminded, who will naturally 
care for your state. . . ye know the proof of him, that, as 
a son with the father, he hath served with me in the 
gospel” (Phil, 2: 20—22). 

Will we not see the industrious Epaphroditus at the 
feast? His interest in the Lord’s work was such that 
when others neglected their duties, he added their work 
to his own, thereby overdoing to the point of almost 
losing his life. Surely his labor of love was not in vain. 

And is it not possible that the Ethiopian eunuch will 
also be present? He accepted the invitation and possessed 
one of the major qualifications by which the Royal 
Family is known—the humility to accept guidance in the 
way to life. One thing we know that God is no respecter 
of persons. All of His family are men and women of the 
highest standard of character and virtue. They are all 
new creatures, none of the undesirable traits of nation- 
ality or the “old man” or family pride will remain with 
one member of His Royal Family, but all will “bear the 
family likeness of His son” (Rom. 8: 29). 

There will be a warmth and closeness of relationship 
in this family closer and more endearing than any of 
blood relatives. In the language of God’s Word they are 
friends that “stick closer than a brother.” Their mutual 
desire for a more abundant life, and the delights of eter- 
nity, caused them to lose interest in lesser values, and 
overcome the world, to be present at this feast. Will you 
be there? His invitation is even now extended to every- 
one, for we read in Rev. 22:17: “And the Spirit and the 
bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. 
And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let 
him take of the water of life freely.” But there is one 
particular specification: all who attend the feast must 
be clothed in “fine linen, clean and white: for the fine 
linen is the righteousness of saints.” 

The time of the Royal Family’s Thanksgiving is at 
the Lord’s return from heaven, “in the dispensation of 
the fulness of times he might gather in one all things 
in Christ.” The gathering will take place in the City of 
the Great King, the new Jerusalem, on Mount Zion. 

We are given an insight of some of their pleasur- 
able activities to be pursued, by the prophet Isaiah (58: 
14), “Then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord; and I 
will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, 
and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father’; 
also Isa. 40:31, “they shall mount up with wings as 
eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall 
walk, and not faint.” “And the ransomed of the Lord 
shall return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting 
joy” (35:10). 

The music and singing of praises to the Most High 
shall be accompanied and amplified by an innumerable 
heavenly host which shall produce ecstatic and volum- 

(Continued on page 9) 
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If We Ask Anything According To 
His Will He Heareth Us 


eternity unless we learn how to live now. We are 

commanded to obey if we want life—obey and live; 
disobey and die. That is the rule God has always employed 
through the ages. It will be a wonderful thing to be made 
free: delivered from mortality with all its ills and aches. 
It will be a grand age in which to live when made like 
angels to die no more; but we must make ourselves worthy 
to obtain it. Jesus said, “they which shall be accounted 
worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection from 
the dead, .. . are equal unto the angels, neither can they 
die any more.” 

How reasonable, and what an exalted principle, that we 
must form a character if we want to live in that grand 
coming Day! It seems exceedingly strange that the world 
can be so blind to it. But as Paul said, they would rather 
believe a lie than the truth. 

The theme of our discourse is a lesson from Jesus, 
which we find in Luke 11. Verses 1 and 2: “And it came 
to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when 
he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach 
us to pray, as John also taught his disciples. And he said 
unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in 
heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.” That is why as a rule 
we address our prayers to “our Father,” the mighty God 
of heaven, a real tangible Being. “Thy Kingdom come’— 
one of the very first things is to ask for the Kingdom 
to come—“Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth.” 
This shows God has His wonderful heavens filled with 
His people from all eternity past. Just as the apostle 
Paul reveals that this earth is only one little fold of His 
manifold wisdom; it is not His eternal purpose, but only 
according to His eternal purpose which is to save men 
and women who will form characters worthy of eternal 
life. He has been doing this in untold numbers of worlds. 
He has a family in heaven as well as on the earth. Paul 
said in Eph. 3: 14, 15, “I bow my knees unto the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in 
heaven and earth is named” ; not that God has been saving 
people only on this little earth of ours. What a narrow, 
contracted God that would be! But Jesus tells us to pray 
for the time to come when God’s will shall be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. 

“Give us day by day our daily bread.” We must be satis- 
fied with sufficient of this world’s needs. Paul tells us 
again, “having food and raiment, let us be therewith con- 
tent.” We must not crave the pomp and show of this 
world, but must be content with simple, humble things. 
We cannot seek the glory of the world, but must be hum- 
ble now that we may be worthy of being exalted. “How 
can ye believe,” said Jesus, “Which receive honor one of 
another, and seek not the honor that cometh from God 
only?” 

Then the prayer continues: “And forgive us our sins.” 
We have to take in what the Word of God says about 
forgiveness; if we confess and forsake, God will forgive 


T eterni IS NO HOPE of living through a gladsome 


our sins. We should always take God’s rule into consider- 
ation. “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but 
whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy” 
(Prov. 28: 13). So when we ask God to forgive, we must 
ask understandingly, not ask indiscriminately for every- 
one, murderers, thieves and those living their lives as 
they please, who have no thought whatsoever of keeping 
His commandments. When we ask God to forgive us 
individually, we must do the things He requires of us 
to merit forgiveness. 

Continuing with the 4th verse: “Forgive us our sins; 
for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us.” 
God will forgive as we turn from our iniquities, and we 
must be ready to forgive others as they turn from their 
iniquities. 

The next sentence of Jesus’ prayer reads as follows: 
“Lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.” 
That translation seems unrealistic, as though God would 
ever lead any one into temptation! In the Greek Testa- 
ment from the original it gives: “Abandon us not in 
temptation.” That shows Goa’s mercy. He will make a 
Way of escape from temptation if we are turning from 
evil. In the words of Paul (I Cor. 10:13), God has prom- 
ised that “there hath no temptation taken you but such 
as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not 
suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will 
with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye 
miy be able to bear it.” That is, if we are feeding on 
this Word, fortifying our powers against the forces of 
evil, then no temptation will come that we will not be able 
to cope with. We will be like our Master—when the 
tempter came to Him, He said, “It is written.’ So if we 
are tempted to become impatient and we think of James 
1: 4, “Let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be 
perfect and entire, wanting nothing,” it will help us, 
and we will not yield. We will listen to the words of the 
Psalmist: “Cease from anger, and forsake wrath: fret 
not thyself in any wise to do evil.” And if we will listen 
to and apply the words of Paul (Eph. 4:31, 32): “Let 
all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil 
speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: and be 
ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven 
you,” it will help us to resist those temptations. 


God Gives All Freedom of Choice 


In the Greek Testament something important is said 
for our knowledge, that is: In Scripture, “God is con- 
stantly said to do that which He allows to be done.” That 
is, He allows man to be a free mora] agent to choose the 
good or evil. He permits everyone to go his own way. 
So in Scriptural phraseology God is said to do what He 
allows to be done. It gives as an example II Thess. 2: 11, 
where Paul is speaking of the Apostasy. He speaks of the 
forces of evil, the man of sin that would cast the truth 
to the ground. Commencing in the 3d_ verse he says, “Let 
no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not 
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come, except there come a falling away first, and that 
man of sin be revealed.’ Don’t you believe Christ is 
coming in that age, he warned them. He will not come 
the second time until after there is a complete falling 
away from the Truth and that man of sin, the Papal 
power arises and wears out the saints of the Most High, 
and casts the Truth to the ground. Then in this very 
chapter it reveals that God permitted them to be deluded. 
He could not do otherwise if man’s free will agency 
were to be retained, if they chose darkness rather than 
light. He laid down the principle and let them have their 
choice: “Choose you this day whom ye will serve, . . if 
the Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal, .. . follow him.” 
God gives us our choice now, but He never deludes any- 
one. He permits them to be deluded if that is what they 
want. 

The text in II Thess. 2: 11, in our common translation, 
reads: “For this cause God shall send them strong delu- 
sion, that they should believe a lie.” God does not send 
a delusion to any one; He allows or permits them to follow 
these strong delusions if that is their will, but He warns 
and pleads with them not to follow a lie. But we should 
be as Joshua, and say, “As for me and my house we will 
serve the Lord.” Remember what Paul said in Acts 20, 
that he ceased not to warn every one day and night with 
tears and that “after his departing grievous wolves would 
enter in among them not sparing the flock.” God warned 
them again and again through every prophet and apostle, 
but He had to let them do as they pleased to leave 
them free moral agents. 


Persistence—a Quality to be Cultivated 


In Luke 11:5, Jesus gives us a lesson on persistence: 
“And he said unto them, Which of you shall have a friend, 
and shall go unto him at midnight, and say unto him, 
Friend, lend me three loaves; for a friend of mine in 
his journey is come to me and I have nothing to set 
before him? And he from within shall answer and say, 
Trouble me not: the door is now shut, and my children 
are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give thee. I say 
unto you, Though he will not rise and give him, because 
he is his friend, yet because of his importunity he will 
rise and give him as many as he needeth.” Because he 
persists in asking and seeking, he will rise and give it 
to him. He brings in the natura] first and then he makes 
the application in the 9th verse: “I say unto you, Ask, 
and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you.” There is work to be 
done if you want God to give something to you; you must 
get down in real earnestness both in doctrine and prac- 
tice. You must ask and keep on asking; more, our asking 
must be according to His will. We read in I John 5:14: 
“And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, 
if we ask anything according to his will, he heareth us.” 
Oh, it is easy enough to ask; people ask for this thing 
and that, asking for almost anything. But that will not 
do any good. We must learn to ask according to His will; 
ask God to give us what He sees we need; not what we 
want. People ask to be taken to heaven. Do you think such 
a petition goes any higher than the back of their chair? 
Jesus said, “Whither I go, ve cannot come.” He said it to 
the Jews and He said it to His disciples. Jesus will tell 
us where our reward will be: “Blessed are the meek: 
for they shall inherit the earth.” We cannot ask God to 
save us without forming a character worthy of salvation, 


and hope to have our requests granted. Paul said we must 
be workers together with Him; we must first do what He 
commands before we can expect salvation. God has prom- 
ised to do for us what we cannot do for ourselves, but 
no more. We are promised that Jesus will save us, but 
we must do on our part to be worthy of salvation. 


A Wholehearted Seeking Necessary 


We will read in the 9th verse of Luke 11 again: “And I 
say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye 
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” The 
prophet Jeremiah voices an important element in our 
seeking God: wholeheartedness. “And ye shall seek me, 
and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your 
heart” (Jer. 29:13). That is the importunity or persist- 
ence we must show. We will seek and find God if we will 
search for Him with all our heart. Heart is used for mind. 
We must use our whole mind in our seeking; must be in 
dead earnest about it. That is the lesson Jesus taught in 
His parable. The man would not trouble himself because 
of his friend’s request, but his friend asked and kept on 
asking, and continued to ask. He sought until he found 
what he sought for. This is the importunity—we must 
keep seeking and doing God’s will. 

In Proverbs 2: 3—5 we have another lesson on impor- 
tunity, and we are told how to obtain God’s wisdom: “Yea, 
if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice 
for understanding; if thou seekest her as silver, and 
searchest for her as for hid treasures; then shalt thou 
understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge 
of God.” We must be attentive to learn this wisdom of 
God and apply our heart to His understanding. “If thou 
criest after knowledge,” it will do no good simply to 
cry after knowledge of the doctrinal Truth; that is all 
right at the start, to seek to find the principles of Truth, 
but our seeking cannot stop there. We must keep on 
seeking, seek to have our senses exercised to discern 
between good and evil. The most vital seeking is in the 
practical application of our knowledge, seek to know our 
own evil besetments, to know ourselves, our weak points. 

Before we knew the Truth, it was as natural as life to 
pride ourselves in our best points. But now with the light 
of Truth shining in our darkened minds, we must seek to 
know our failures; seek to know where pride lingers, 
where self-justification hides, this covering up of our 
sins; or the sin of dishonesty, or our selfish ways; yes, 
and seek with all our eyes to see ourselves and listen with 
all our ears to hear the reproofs that will correct us. Then 
when we ask, we are asking according to His will, and 
He will hear us. No matter what our besetments are, we 
must look at self in strict honesty and sincerity, for the 
Bible says: “The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked: who can know it?” 


Practical Application More Important Than Theory 


We are so deceitful naturally, when we personally are 
involved, we will deceive ourselves, thinking we are just 
about right when we are not right at all. Proverbs 16: 2 
strikes home like an arrow to the mark: “All the ways of 
a man are clean in his own eyes; but the Lord weigheth 
the spirits.” He is a God of knowledge, and “by him 
actions are weighed.” By Him actions, not words, are 
weighed. 

A news writer once said: “All man’s plans are just 
words, words’; and that is what we must be careful 
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about. We cannot gain God’s favor by just saying “Lord, 
have mercy.” When we ask, we must ask according to His 
will. If we want eternal life we should realize we must do 
more than speak of Jesus. Just calling Jesus’ name will 
never gain eternal life for us, never in the world! But 
we must do as He has commanded and keep seeking 
better things, that is, more of His knowledge and wisdom, 
if we would grow better. “For every one that asketh 
receiveth: and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that 
knocketh it shall be opened” (Luke 11:10). 

We cannot usk for one to be saved apart from a right- 
eous life. The Almighty knows who is worthy of salva- 
tion. We dare not pray for anyone unless he will fear 
God and show a desire to keep His commandments. The 
apostle Peter thought just the Jews were going to be 
saved: he did not want to eat with the Gentiles. But after 
he had his eyes opened to the truth, he said: “Of a truth 
I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: but in 
every nation he that feareth him, and worketh righteous- 
ness, is accepted with him.” It is absolutely futile and 
contrary to God’s will, to pray for anyone to be saved, 
only those who are striving to keep the commandments. 
God knows who will do this, and He does not respect our 
relatives and friends any more than any one else’s. Only 
those who fear Him and work righteousness are accepta- 
ble to Him. What is the fear of the Lord? Every one who 
comes to this church ought to know that verse in Prov. 
8:13: “The fear of the Lord is to hate evil: pride, and 
arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do 
I hate.” He will hate every one who does not learn to hate 
those evil propensities. That is His rule, His standard. 

Going back to Luke 11, let us read that 10th verse 
again: “For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that 
seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be 
opened.” Yes, if they ask according to His will, and seek 
above all else to know self. But that is just about the last 
thing we naturally care to seek to know. 

When we first learned the Truth we were not seeking 
to know about our individual selves. We were far more 
interested to know about the Kingdom Jesus is coming 
to establish on the earth, when God’s will shall be done 
as it is in heaven. That was good news. But as time went 
on and we progressed, we saw we had to seek to know 
self, for we learned we never could enter that Kingdom 
unless we knew our besetting sins so we could discard 
them. As Paul says in Hebrews 12:1: “let us lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, 
and let us run with patience the race that is set before 
us.” The greatest thing to do is to seek to know self, 
search our ways, and then wash from our wickedness. 
Jeremiah 4:14 tells us: “O Jerusalem, wash thine heart 
from wickedness, that thou mayest be saved. How long 
shal] thy vain thoughts lodge within thee?” We must get 
rid of these vain thoughts and imaginations and old 
traditions handed down—how we must do this or that 
according to the world’s standard—lay them all aside, 
no matter what they are or where they came from. 

Turning back again to Luke 11, verses 11 and 12: “If 
a son shal] ask bread of any of you that is a father, 
wil] he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a 
fish give him a serpent? Or if he shall ask an egg, will 
he offer him a scorpion?” Well, the Lord gives to us if 
we really ask in earnest. Will the Lord be less just and 
righteous than an earthly parent? 


The Gifts of the Spirit Different From the Holy Spirit 


Continuing in the 13th verse, we read: “If ye then, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your chil- 
dren: how much more shall your heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?” Many people 
think that testimony shows we have the Holy Spirit 
power now. He did give the gifts (plural) of the Spirit 
to the apostles and those they laid hands on had power 
to work miracles, but that was not the gift (singular) of 
the Holy Spirit. God is going to give the Holy Spirit to 
every one that asketh—if the one who asks is worthy. 
Let us see how it reads in Acts 2. They received the gifts 
ot the Spirit right then at that time. Verses 37—39: 
“Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their 
heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, 
Men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said 
unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise 
is unto you”—ah, the promise is unto you, “and to your 
children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the 
Lord our God shall call.” They only received the promise 
of it, and we, too, have the promise if we will make our- 
selves worthy. Christ will bring us the reward when He 
comes. 

They had the gifts of the Spirit; the power of the Holy 
Spirit in that measure, was poured out to them, but not 
the gift of the Holy Spirit which would cause their mortal 
body to be changed to immortality. Jesus will tell us in 
John 3 what this Holy Spirit will mean to us if we are 
worthy of receiving it. “There was a man of the Phari- 
sees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. The same 
came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, we 
know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man 
can do these miracles that thou doest, except God be with 
him. Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I 
say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see 
the kingdom of God.” That will be the Spirit birth; that 
is the promise to us now, that if we do the work, we will 
get this Spirit birth. We must be born again, “born from 
above” it says in the margin. “Nicodemus saith unto him, 
How can a man be born when he is old? .. . Jesus 
answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man 
be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God.” We must wait for the Spirit birth 
but we must be born of water now, this water of life or 
Word of God. Jesus said to the woman of Samaria: “Who- 
soever drinketh of this water shall thirst again: but who- 
soever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall 
never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall 
be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting 
life’ (John 4: 5—16). That is the kind of water; we must 
have this water of life dwelling in us and wash in it, 
wash and be clean. “Wash you, make you clean’”—Isaiah 
says—“put away the evil of your doings from before 
mine eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do well.” 

To be saved eternally, we must have this Spirit birth; 
the premise of the Spirit to us is that which will give 
us eternal life. “That which is born of the flesh is flesh” 
—flesh is mortal, subject to death, “and that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit’— a spiritual being, with an 
incorruptible body like Gabriel’s, that mighty angel who 
visited Mary to announce the birth of Jesus. “Marvel 
not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again.” We 
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become one mentally and morally and then we can gain 
the third step or physical change when Christ comes. 


God’s Wonderful Gift—Holy Spirit Power 


Now He tells what it will be to receive the promise of 
the Holy Spirit power. “The wind bloweth where it 
listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not 
tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every 
one that is born of the Spirit.” That is what it will be 
to be born of the Spirit, born into immortality, eternal 
life. Then we can come and go with the freedom of the 
wind, like Gabriel. He was caused to fly swiftly to Daniel, 
as he knelt in prayer, to give him skill and understanding. 
Can the people who claim to have Holy Spirit power do 
that now? No, indeed. The angel Gabriel was caused to 
fly swiftly; and he did not have to have a rocket or space 
ship, or depend on an intricate device aiming to get him 
started in precisely the right direction! But we have the 
promise of the same power that Gabriel had on condition 


. of keeping God’s law. 
| What would you give just to be able to mount aloft as 
| easily as you can come down? That is what the Prophet 


Isaiah says, “But they that wait upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings 
as eagles”—wings signify power—‘they shall run, and 
not be weary, and they shall walk and not faint.” That is 
the promise God has given us, and Jesus referred to it in 
Luke 11. If worthy, we can mount aloft with the freedom 
of the wind. There is great power in the wind. When it 
reaches hurricane proportions, no force can stop it; “so 
is every one that is born of the Spirit,” not so is the spirit 
that comes and goes; it takes a man here and there; but 
“so is every ove that is born of he Spirit.” 

The gifts of the Spirit were wonderful then, but they 
were nothing compared to the gift of the Spirit we shall 
receive if we will do God’s will, for it will mean immor- 
tality to us. 

Brethren, let us be realistic in our asking; ask accord- 
ing to God’s wiil. Let us be practical in our asking, and 
not expect God to do for us what we can do for ourselves, 
or give us the prize without due preparation on our part. 
Let us be persistent in our asking and never give up. 
Let us be confident in our asking. Let us “come boldly 
to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 

| find grace to help in time of need.” 





The End 


A little more love for the friends of youth; 
A little more zeal for established truth; 
A little more charity in our views; 


Journey’s 


A little less thirst for daily news; 

And so we are folding our tents away, 
And passing in silence at close of day. 
A little more tired at close of day; 

A little less anxious to have our way, 
A little less ready to scold and blame; 

A little more care for a brother’s name; 
And so we are nearing the journey’s end, 
Where time and eternity meet and blend. 


Our Friend 


A Memorial to the late Rev. Percy J. Thatcher, 
who fell asleep Nov. 18, 1958. 


No one was he to idly stand 

When there was godly work at hand, 
When there was work that should be done 
Before the setting of the sun. 

And where improvement was desired, 
To this improvement he aspired, 

Not being satisfied to rest 

Until he had performed his best. 


If labor with a wounded soul 

Was needed, that it might be whole 
Again, then he was glad to sperd 
And be spent, helping it to mend. 
For pay he asked for nothing more 
Than that his children walk before 
The Father with a perfect heart, 
From righteousness to ne’er depart. 


He was an able counsellor, 

At all times willing to defer 

His own desires, to listen to 

Some one not knowing what to do. 

He then would weigh the matter well, 
Happy when able to dispel 

The doubtings of some brother dear, 
By marking out a pathway clear. 


A trusted friend and confidant 

On matters that were intimate 

Was he, and nothing was so small 
That he would disregard the call. 

In time of need he was the man 

To formulate a saving plan, 

And see it to fruition brought 

By labor that his hands had wrought. 


The Scriptures were his only guide, 
(He knew no other rule beside) 
And thus, content to follow Christ, 
He made a living sacrifice. 
He left a void not quickly filled, 
But all is as our Father willed. 
Our part is this: to still obey, 
That we may see our friend some day. 
—L. L. S$. 


wen SBN wee 


OBITUARY 


Word has just reached us of the sudden death of Sister 
Lillian Mitchell, formerly of Clarence, Missouri. 

Our sister suffered a heart attack on Sunday, Nov. 
1, 1959, and expired within five minutes, Thus is so often 
the manner of the Grim Reaper. But when one has lived 
a long and useful life as had our sister, it could spare the 
victim the long and painful suffering that often precedes 
life’s end. 

The deceased was a reader of our literature for some 
forty years and paid several visits to the Mission home. 
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Let us be Thankful 


S RECIPIENTS of the Truth through the mercy 
A of Gad, our thoughts are directed especially during 
this month of Thanksgiving to the debt of grati- 
tude which we owe every moment of our lives to our 
greatest Benefactor, our heavenly Father; and we are 
led to exclaim anew as did the Psalmist of old, “Thou 
crownest the year with thy goodness; and thy paths drop 
fatness” (Psalm 65:11). 

Though we can never count all our blessings, yet it 
is a very beneficial practice to be always thankful not 
just one day of the year. It is a wonderful cure for dis- 
content, selfishness, bitterness, envy and many other 
evils to which human nature is subject. In naming our 
many blessings o’er and o’er, we find there is one which 
eclipses and outshines all our other blessings, and that 
is that now after a long night of darkness, the true 
light of God’s saving Truth again illuminates the path- 
way of all who will walk in its light. 

Perhaps the dark clouds of adversity or sore trials 
may have over-shadowed some of us or we may have even 
felt the chill shades of the dark valley—sickness and pain 
may have been our lot—and yet, while we have life and 
breath we can still give thanks for that blessed hope 
and comfort, that great peace which Truth brings to us 
as a soothing and healing balm in all our sorrows, point- 
ing us on to a glad Tomorrow where misery shall be 
remembered no more, even as waters that pass away. 

We .can be thankful that we are not left alone in our 
struggle, for we have been given associates to cheer 
and exhort as the great Day of the Lord draweth near. 
If it is not our good fortune to meet occasionally face 
to face, we do have the privilege of communicating often 
with those of like precious faith. 

We have many examples of the faithful of old giving 
thanks to God. We read of the special thanksgiving of 
Noah when the waters of the flood abated. He demon- 
strated his joy and thankfulness to the Almighty for 
sparing his life and the lives of his family, by sacrificing 
to the Lord. 

Abraham had special reason for happiness and thanks- 
giving when the angel called to him out of heaven, thus 
saving the life of his beloved son Isaac. Abraham’s faith 
and trust should inspire us to have more faith in God’s 
promises, realizing He will deliver, if we keep trusting 
and obeying to the end. 

Jacob was filled with gratitude and joy when he saw 
the wagons Joseph had sent to him from Egypt, proving 
that his son was still alive. If we will accept the dis- 
cipline of the Lord, patiently obeying and serving Him, 
the day is not far distant when we shall behold the 
“wagons of the Lord” loaded with blessings—even a life 
of pleasure and prosperity throughout eternity (Job 36: 
10, 11). 

Miriam led the daughters of Israel in praise and 
thanksgiving for Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea. 
Who among us has not come to a place some time in 
life, when adverse circumstances prohibited turning back, 
and a seemingly insurmountable obstacle prevented 
onward progress? At such times we have the promise 
that the guardian ange] stands by to aid and protect if 
we are striving to obey and keep God’s holy law (Psalms 





34:7). Should we not rejoice and praise God for deliver- 
ing us at the “Red Sea places” of our lives? 

The apostle Paul summed up the true Christian’s 
formula for thanksgiving when he said, “Rejoice ever- 
more, pray without ceasing. In everything give thanks: 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning 
you” (I Thess. 5: 16—18). 

From the beginning of God’s Holy Word to the end, 
the golden strand of thankfulness is woven throughout 
and we note that in every instance where it is given 
special mention, it is closely entwined with the beautiful 
thread of happiness—for a truly thankful person will 
always be a happy person. 

We meet them at every turn of the road—the people 
in search of happiness. Yes, even we ourselves can be 
classed as the greatest searchers for happiness, and 
though we may travel around the world pursuing this 
course or that, we shall find when we return home that 
the only road to happiness in its truest and highest form 
is found in the words of our Master, “If ye know these 
things, happy are ye, if ye do them” (John 13:17). 

A self-centered life, one that is selfish and ungrateful, 
cannot be a happy life. It is only as our gratitude and 
labor is in the service of God that true happiness will 
flow out to us as we daily enjoy the manifold blessings 
of God. 

It may well be said that thankfulness is one of the 
fairest flowers in the garden of virtue. And in the future 
ages this virtue shall blossom in its fullest beauty as 
the happy inmates of the Kingdom shall never cease 
praising and thanking God for the greatest of all gifts, 
Life—life everlasting, life overflowing with blessings 
beyond what eye hath ever seen or ear heard! To think if 
we will show our thankfulness to God now by walking in 
all His ways we can be among that happy throng who 
shall go up to Jerusalem, the City of the great King, from 
year to year to worship Him at the Feast of Tabernacles 
——that great harvest feast of ingathering, joining our 
hearts and voices in a jubilee of Thanksgiving (Zech. 
14: 16, 17). When the angel of the Lord proclaims that 
all sorrows and trials are over, and we see the saved 
and ransomed on the bright celestial shore, what a 
gathering of the faithful that will be! 





Laughter and Sunlight 


Fill your life with sunlight, 

Put tears and dark shadows to flight, 
Radiate love, joy and sweetness, 

Make every day cheerful and bright. 


Fill your life with laughter, 

Banish all fear thought and gloom, 
Spread golden gleams of gladness, 

Like a candle brought into a room. 


Your life filled with laughter and sunlight, 
Your speech full of wisdom and praise, 
Will scatter a message of hopefulness, 
Make th’s the happiest of days. 
Selected. 
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The Royal Family's Thanksgiving 


(Continued from page 3) 

inous strains such as mortal man has never heard! The 
apostle Paul gives us a general concept as to just how 
much to expect at that feast: “Eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, 
the things which God hath prepared for them that love 
him.” We can think of many wonderful things we would 
like, but the wonders that God has prepared for His 
family will be beyond what they can imagine! 

When they sit down to partake of His feast, “They 
shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy 
house; and thou shalt make them drink of the river of 
thy pleasures” (Ps. 36:8). “The meek shall eat and be 
satisfied” (Ps. 22:26). “Who satisfieth thy mouth with 
good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s” 
(Ps. 103:5). The prophet Isaiah tells us something of 
this feast: “Then on this hill of Sion for all nations the 
Lord of hosts will spread a banquet of rich food and of 
rare wines, of marrowy dainties and of choice old wines” 
(25: 6, Moffatt). 

As for rare fruits, the Revelator tells us, “To him that 
overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is 
in the midst of the paradise of God.” The fruit of the 
tree of life is the piece de resistance, the crowning point 
of the festivities, the prize of life eternal! From hence- 
forth all the members of the Royal Family are immortal 
beings, never can they die any more! Is there anything or 
has there ever been anything on earth equal to such a feast? 

As we pause to think of the incomprehensible bless- 
ings the Almighty holds in store for His guests, and the 
delightsome eternity stretching out before them, it should 
be so vividly pictured in the minds of everyone as to 
awaken a renewed and irresistible impulse to belong to 
such a family. But we must bear the family likeness and 
unity: that of Christ our great example, a likeness which 
will be apparent to all at all times so we can readily be 
identified as members of the Royal Family. 

What a family that will be! What a reunion of those 
long parted by death and separated by ages! Paul and 
Stephen, who never met during their mortal life in 
brotherhood; Elijah and Elisha; the Saviour and His 
beloved disciples! 

How great their cause for thanksgiving! Trials shall 
be no more. Paul will have no more false brethren; 
Stephen will never have to face another angry mob, 
nor Elijah a wicked Jezebel. 

Hezekiah will not be caused to weep for fear of death, 
for the sun dial will have been set back not only for 
ten degrees, but forever; death is definitely destroyed. 
All partings with loved ones shall be no more, and 
friendships such as David and Jonathan will be unbroken. 

Abraham’s cup will be full as he dwells in his long- 
looked-for habitation, the City of God, with his family 
of high ones; his thanksgiving will overflow. 

Moses now in reality has entered the glorious Promised 
Land with his band of loyal followers; and Job will truly 
say that this family and these joys are better than all 
that he lost. 

Isaiah who prophesied of this feast will now partake 
of its fullness; and John who had a vision of it, knows 
for a surety now that it is a reality. 

The early Pilgrims crossed an ocean to obtain freedom, 


but the Royal Family have crossed a great gulf of self- 
discipline and self-denial to create a new order upon the 
earth, to break down and abolish the old system of sin 
and oppression. 

Conditions will grow better and more glorious as time 
goes on. The holiness, courage and humility of the Royal 
Family will inspire others as long as time lasts. They, 
and the Royal Host, Jesus, will usher in a new order of 
things, so that happiness, joy, peace and praise will 
expand and increase through their instrumentality. Those 
gathered there are God’s high ones, His Royal Family 
and they are ecstatically jubilant as they enter into their 
own inheritance. With all these blessings before them, 
what a cause for THANKSGIVING! 





QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS (cont.) 


(Continued from page 11) 
Romans, Paul stresses individual responsibility with no 
hint of original sin, and he would not have reversed him- 
self in chapter 5. For example: “For the wrath of God 
is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unright- 
eousness. .. Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness 
and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that 
the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? But after 
thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto 
thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation 
of the righteous judgment of God; who will render to 
every man according to His deeds” (Rom. 1: 18; 2: 4—6). 

The writer quotes Rom. 5:18, “Therefore as by the 
offense of one [inserting Adam’s] judgment came upon 
all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness 
of one [inserting Christ] the free gift came upon all 
men to justification of life.’ The marginal reference 
reads, “by one righteousness.” The righteousness which 
brings life to all well doers. 

Christ died leaving us an example that we should 
follow in His steps: (I Pet. 2:21). Christ died to sin: 
“For in that he died he died unto sin once: but in that he 
liveth he liveth unto God” (Rom. 6:10). Christ died 
to sin to assure His own salvation and as an example 
to us, and nothing more. Speaking of His disciples Jesus 
said: ‘“‘As thou has sent me into the world, even so have 
I sent them into the world. And for their sakes J sanctify 
myself” (John 17:18, 19). 

Righteous men and women lived before Christ came 
upon earth, therefore became righteous without the aid 
of His atoning sacrifice. Abel’s offering was acceptable. 
Noah preached righteousness. Abraham, in compliance 
with the command to walk before God and become per- 
fect, became God’s friend. Moses was faithful in all his 
house. Joshua and Caleb wholly followed the Lord. 
Zacharias and Elisabeth walked in “all the command- 
ments and ordinances of the Lord, blameless.” And 
Christ’s appearance upon the scene didn’t alter the Chris- 
tian’s duty to his God. Shortly after Pentecost Peter 
said to his countrymen: “Repent ye therefore, and be 
converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the 
times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the 
Lord.” (Acts 3:19). And in Paul’s letter to the Philip- 
pians he said: “Work out your own salvation with fear 
and trembling.” 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, 
bless his holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget 
not all his benefits” (Psalms 103: 1, 2). 


It is altogether certain that the Psalmist is here 
striving to pour out all the strength and power of his being 
to thank and praise God for all His great mercies and 
benefits toward him. In plain and simple words he cried 
out, “Let my whole being bless the Lord; not reserve one 
particle of strength or energy for the flesh.” 

When one joins a secret order or lodge he begins at 
once to speak in praise of the great and wonderful bene- 
fits derived therefrom. Would it not be strange that one 
who is really filled with the spirit of thanksgiving for 
the unnumbered benefits and mercies God has granted, 
should hold back? Would it not be strange, then, if the 
Psalmist when he had counted all God’s mercies and bene- 
fits would remain dumb? What are a few of the mercies 
and benefits this beautiful Psalm is calling our attention 
to? mercies so great as to cause the Psalmist to cry out, 
“Let my whole being bless the Lord.” 

First, God redeems our life from death and destruction. 
What and who can save us from this but the strong arm 
of the Eternal? He it is that holds the keys of life and 
death. He heals all our diseases, these spiritual diseases 
that no one on earth can heal. How? “He sent his word, 
and healed them, and delivered them from their destruc- 
tions” (Ps. 107: 20). Yes, if we hearken to His Words, 
they will heal, restore and comfort; heal the terrible 
diseases of anger, hatred, jealousy that poison the whole 
system; also the putrifying sores of pride, foolishness, 
deceit any one of which will take away our eternal life. 

These words of life have a double action; they not 
only purify and wash away the sin that contaminates, 
but they bring unnumbered blessings. “Who satisfieth 
thy mouth with good things” (v. 5). Oh, such very good 
things, the bread of heaven—stimulating and nourishing 
food, so sweet in taste to every hungry soul, so good and 
nourishing that it wiil in the end cause our youth to be 
renewed. Those who are accounted worthy shall go from 
strength to strength in mind and body, never grow old, 
but live on and on through eternity. No wonder the 
Psalmist rejoiced over the promise of all the good things 
in store for the faithful! “But they that wait upon the 
Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with 
wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and 
they shall walk, and not faint” (Isa. 40:31). 

We find in another Psalm (34:7, 8), that the Lord 
promises protection to all those who fear and obey Him: 
“The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them 
that fear him, and delivereth them. O taste and see that 
the Lord is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him.” 

While it is true that all the faithful are predestined 
to be tried as gold is tried, so as to be useful for a 
position in the Kingdom, yet it must be remembered that 
God tempers those trials of purification with words of 
comfort and help. Listen to the comforting words of 


I Cor. 10:13: “There hath no temptation taken you but 
such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will 
not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; 
but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, 
that ye may be able to bear it.” Also Ps. 55: 22, “Cast 
thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall sustain thee: he 
shall never suffer the righteous to be moved.” 

The Master Himself expresses the same sentiment of 
loving consideration in His consoling words of Matt. 11: 
28—30: “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and 
ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light.” 

Psalm 91 has been called the Protection Psalm, and 
we will quote a few of its verses: “I will say of the 
Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him 
will I trust... his truth shall be thy shield and buckler. . . 
A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy 
right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. . . There 
shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come 
nigh thy dwelling. For he shall give his angels charge 
over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. . . He shall call 
upon me and I will answer him: I will be with him in 
trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him. With long 
life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation.” 
What wonderful promises and words of consolation! One 
would think that every one who heard and learned these 
words from the mighty God of Heaven, would hasten to 
make them his choice rather than the poor, fleeting 
things of this life. 

After enumerating the many deeds of kindness and 
help that God had done for His vineyard (His people, 
Israel), the prophet Isaiah (5: 1—4), exclaims: “What 
could have been done more to my vineyard, that I have 
not done in it?” Yes, after all God has done for humanity 
throughout the ages, they still are blind to His goodness 
and mercy. Referring to the 8th verse of Psalm 108: 
“The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and 
plenteous in mercy”; no hell fire, no eternal torment, 
only goodness and mercy. The Lord remembers our frame 
that we are but dust. “He hath not dealt with us after 
our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.” 
If He did we should long ago have been cut off. “Like 
as a father pitieth his children so the Lord pitieth them 
that fear him. . . The mercy of the Lord is from ever- 
lasting to everlasting upon them that fear him, and his 
righteousness to children’s children; to such as keep his 
covenant, and to those that remember his commandments 
to do them.” 

At last He crowneth them with “lovingkindness and 
tender mercies.” Can anyone but God crown a people 
with grace and mercy? a grace that brings salvation? 
a hope beyond the grave? a joy that will never diminish? 
a strength that will never fail and an eye that will never 
grow dim; this grace that teaches the wisdom and knowl- 
edge of God? Embrace her for she will adorn you with 
an ornament of grace, “A crown of glory shall she deliver 
to thee.” Yes, that crown of glory is an everlasting life 
of peace and happiness in His eternal Kingdom! 


Happiness is a handy little habit to have around. 





Questions and Answers 


A reader of The MEGIDDO MESSAGE of many years’ 
standing, a shut-in, living in Lewisburg, Pa., sent a copy 
of the MESSAGE to a Mr. Henkels who lives in Harrisburg, 
Pa. Besides writing her a personal letter Mr. Henkels 
addressed a letter to the Editor of the Sunbury (Pa.) 
Daily Item. The letter begins: 

“A reader of The Daiiy Item sent me The MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE which said, ‘Read the eighteenth chapter of 
Ezekiel, and if you believe it, you can never again believe 
the false, unjust, unreasonable doctrine of original sin 
in Adam.’ ” 

He said our position on original sin was untenable 
and proceeded to quote many testimonies which he 
thinks upholds the doctrine of original sin and Christ’s 
sacrificial Geath on the cross. As they cannot all be taken 
up in the space allotted, we shall confine most of the fol- 
lowing explanation to Ezekiel 18 and Romans 5, which 
will to a great extent explain the other testimonies. 

It is equaily apparent that Ezekiel 18 makes the entire 
theory of original sin untenable. The chapter opens with 
a clear denunciation of the theory of Adamic condem- 
nation. The Lord sirictly condemned the use of the prov- 
erb, “The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the chil- 
dren’s teeth are set on edge.” ‘The word of the Lord came 
unto me again, saying, What mean ye, that ye use this 
proverb concerning the land of Israel, saying, The 
fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth 
are set on edge?” If all the human race are condemned 
because Adam sinned in the Garden of Eden then the 
proverb is true, the fathers eat the sour grapes and the 
children’s teeth aie set on edge. 

Verses 3 and 4 continue: “As I live, saith the Lord 
God, ye shail not have occasion any more to use this 
proverb in Israel. Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul 
of the father, so also the soul of the son is mine: the soul 
that sinneth, it shall die.” The sinner shall die for his 
own sins, not for the sins of his greatest, greatest, great- 
est-grandfather, Adam. 

Then the Lord becomes specific, and with the clear- 
est of logic states His position both pro and con. “But 
if a man be just, and do that which is lawful and right, 
and hath not eaten upon the mountains, neither hath 
lifted up his eyes to the idols of the house of Israel. . . 
And hath not oppressed any, but hath restored to the 
debtor his pledge, hath spoiled none by violence, hath 
given his bread to the hungry, and hath covered the 
naked with a garment; he hath not given forth upon 
usury, neither hath taken any increase, that hath with- 
drawn his hand from iniquity, hath executed true judg- 
ment between man and man, hath walked in my statutes, 
and hath kept my judgments, to deal truly; he is just, 
he shall surely live, saith the Lord God.” (vs. 5—9). 

Verses 10—13 depict the wicked son of a righteous 
father. He is destined to die for his own sin, he cannot 
depend on his father’s righteousness. Verses 14—17 
reverse the picture again. The wicked man begets a son 
that sees all his father’s wickedness and doesn’t do the 
like, “he shall not die for the iniquity of his father, he 
shall surely live.” 

Verse 19, “Yet ye say, Why? doth not the son bear the 
iniquity of the father?” The theory of original sin is 
nothing more than the outgrowth of the false position of 
decadent Israel: “Why? doth not the son bear the 
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iniquity of the father?” Then vy. 20 sums the argument 
up in a masterly way leaving no room for cavil: “The 
scul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear 
the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear 
the iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the righteous 
sh.jl be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked 
shall be upon him.” The “righteousness of the righteous 
shall be upon him, the wickedness of the wicked shall be 
upon him.” 

There is no Scriptural authority for the original sin 
concept. The sinner shall die for his own sins, the right- 
eous min shall live for his own righteousness. And 
Ezekiel and Paul do not disagree. 

The facts are, Adam did not bring natural death into 
the world. The fossil remains of prehistoric animals and 
men demonstrate that physical death was in the world 
ages prior to Adam’s supposed “fali” in Eden. Physical 
death is not the wages of sin. Adam would have died 
from natural causes whether he sinned or not. 

Mr. Henkels quotes Rom. 5: 12, “Wherefore, as by one 
man,” interposing with his private interpretation 
(Adam’s original sin) “sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin; and so death passed upon all men.” No, we 
disagree, Adam’s original sin did not bring natural death 
into the world! We repeat: prehistoric animals and men 
died ages before Adam’s day. Adam, as the first member 
cf the humin race to agree to serve God, was the first 
to break that covenant by transgression, and in that 
sense he could be said to have brought sin into the world, 
but not natural death. Sin is not imputed where there 
is no law (Rom. 5:18), therefore evil perpetrated by 
Adam’s ancestors would not be counted as sin. Hence in 
the final analysis, sin, in place of being brought into 
the world by the transgression of one individual, was 
brought into being through the disobedience of a specific 
class of men, the unfaithful who transgressed God’s law 
after promising to obey it. The qualifying term is, “for 
that all have sinned.” 

In Scriptural phraseology a group of individuals is 
often referred to as one person, a composite man. In 
picturing the wedding feast, Jesus said, the king saw 
there ‘“‘a man” which did not have on a wedding garment 
—the one unfaithful man—and the edict went forth: 
“Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast 
him into outer darkness” (Matt. 22:13). 

It was to this one collective “man” that Paul referred 
in Romans 5. St. Augustine, one of the “fathers” of the 
Catholic church, was the sponsor of the theory of 
original sin and original righteousness, and his theories 
were so completely stamped upon the religious world, 
that even today brilliant men will fight for the belief 
that a merciful, just, omnipotent God would condemn the 
whole human family because Adam ate of the forbidden 
fruit in the garden of Eden, and justify all mankind 
through the death of His Son on the cross. 

Proverbs is specific on the responsibility for sin: 
“His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and 
he shall be holden with the cords of his sins.” Isaiah 
1:19, 20 paints a clear picture of man’s own responsi- 
bility for sin: “If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall 
eat th2 good of the land: but if ye refuse and rebel, ye 
shall be devoured with the sword.” In the early books of 

(Continued on page 9) 
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A Song Of Thanksgiving 
And Praise 


Psalm 138 


O Lord, with my whole heart I thank Thee, 
For Thou hast heard the cry within me. 
Before all the world Thy praise I’ll sing; 

I would that all nations hear it ring. 


In Thy temple Lord, may bow but few, 
I will praise Thee for Thy love so true. 
And by the daily life that I live, 

Glory unto Thy name I will give. 


Thou indeed hast magnified Thy Word 
Above all that man has seen or heard. 

When unto Thee I cried in trouble, 

Thou didst in love my strength make double. 


To Thee, O God, thanksgiving and praise, 

Would that all people their voices raise, 

Throughout the whole world shall spread Thy fame; 
All nations shall glorify Thy name. 


Though the Lord high and exalted be, 
He doth the humble and contrite see. 
The proud in heart He will never know, 
To destruction all such will have to go. 


Though foes may surround on every side, 
Lord, in Thy precious Word, I will hide. 
Thy Almighty Hand I ever see 

At my very side to strengthen me. 


As we our hearts now from sin do free, 
Thanks be to Thee for each victory. 

Thy works, O Lord, Thou wilt not forsake; 
Thy blessings great will us overtake. 


Oh, so great shall Thy salvation be, 
When Thy wondrous plan fulfilled we see. 
All glory be to our Lord and King, 
With shouts of joy the heavens shall ring. 
H. E. G. 
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